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felt like
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YEARS’ STARS

DESERVE PRAISE

T

/Amateur Operatic

WO dozen of my best verbal roses to Miss Vera Stock
and Mr. William Broadley, stars of the Chelmsford
and Dramatic Societv’s marathon

effort, *“ The Dancing Years,” which is being produced
at the Regent Theatre. Chelmsford. this week.
Or perhaps theyv should be awarded a medal for

meritorious conduct.

The show appeared to be far too
ambitious & project for an amateur
company. The great number of|
scene changes necessary  to  the
action of the play slowed it up con-
siderably. ~ There were obviously
few facilities for dealing with the
scencry and backcloths. As a result
the changes were eftected
inefficiently, far too noisily, and far
too slowly.

Good-humoured though the
first-night audience were, they
found the four-hour sit compar-
able to that experienced when
seeing ** Gone with the Wind."
And the effect wsas much the
“me'

However the members of the
large cast must have been near
exhaustion by the cnd of the per-
formance. They arc to be con-
ratulated. Special praise is due to
iobcrt Vernon, who managed his
cast with the minimum confusion.

In her role as Maria Zeigler, Miss
Stock sang dclightfully and acted
well.  Her portrayal showed the
necessary poise and assurance, and
pever once struck g false note,

MAJOR ROLE

William  Broadley more than
justitied his tirst major role for the
society. A very talented young man,
he made an cxcellent Rudi Kleber,
although at timcs his acting seemed
rather more suited to a straight
play than a musical,

Josephine Muisey was very good
as the Kind-hcarted Hattie, and
Stan. Parsons made an  effective
Franzel. June Gisby was adequate
at Grete Schone, but it was a great
pity that Ted Matthews did not put
more. charm of manner into his
gole as Prince Charles Mectterling.

The leading players were very
well supporte Erie Strutt. Anue

Pcter Smith., Rosemary  Gornall,
Robin Sampson. Alan Harper, Frod
Gisby. Herbert Heistermann, Inis
Allen. Frank Morgan. John Howitt,
and Ethel Brook, who sang very
well.

Young Alan Sicvewright gave a
neat performance as Carl, and
endeared himself to the audience.

CHORLUS
Dancing  from  the  chorus.
arranged by Miss Sadie Sydnev.
was of a high standard.  The

choruses included Pat Smith, Trinde
Brewer. Beryvl Goulden., Diuane Law-
son. Koewth Harper., Nay Trost,
Deorek Ann. Fred Gisby, John Trost,
Tony Richardson. Margaret French,
Joscphine Dyson. Ray Morns, Tony
Oliver.  Una  Harns,  Chnistine
Richardson.  Barbara  Sherman,
Betty Wager., Pam. Williams, Poter
Smith., Flora  Cook.  Flizabeth
Dutton. Syhia Faston, Jube bair-
head., Anne Floming, Lihan George.
Gwendoline  Gibson, Joan Hana.
Darcen Hurrell, Carolvn Hudson,
Betty Lomaun., Muriel  Passmore.
Vera Pope. Ruth Robinson. Ve
Sell, Peggy Wolham, John Bovle,
Ken. Colhing, Joha Howite, HerbarT
Heistermann, John Morclla, Georae
Phehy, and Ron. Doy

Scenery.  supphad by Stage
Scenery. Ltdee was  oveelleat. but
had a disturbing tendeney o mane
at odd movements duriny the show,

Hon, musical director was Gooree
H. Horrey: hone wandiobe s
tress, Amy Warren: hon vrompier.

Alee Torry:  hon eall sulo daae
Andrews:  han.  properiy - masien.
Stan.  Stewart:  peruquicis. Jeies

Marten, assisted by Frank Mocain.
Frank  Page, Mary  Leech  oad
Josephine Maisev: hono pubacuiy.
Peter Smith,  Rasemary  Goroalte
John Muorella s stage manager and
chiel clectrician, R. Burton :lb

b ’
;Fleminn. Peggy eVelhgm; Vera Sell,



