1'T NEEDS genius to take a look

it a show as well known as The

Mikado and come up with a pro
ductuion that 18 both treshly con

true to the spirit ot

ceived and
the original
But then Ray

I Jeffery 1s a pro

and of the 22
pre ented with
And Ope
none
and

ducer of genmus,
chows he has
Chelmsford Amateur
ratic Dramatic Socicty,
has been more sk ilfully
imaginatively presented than this
version of the best known of all
Gilbert and Sullivan operas, at
the Civic Theatre all this wee K.

The Mikado has become sO
much a part of the English thea
trical tradition that in many quar-
ters it is venerated.

But it was conceived as a
vehicle to poke fun at grand
opera, and to send up, in the ni-
cest possible way, the Japanese
way of life.

i’'m a G. and S. traditionalist,
but I loved every minute of this
production, which 1s full of sur-
prises and delights right from the
word go when, instead of having
to sit in a darkened theatre listen-
ing to the overture, we watch a
ballet illustrating the music’s dif-
ferent rhythms.

Dancing, 100, Is used to help
underline the story line, and
Ray’s sparkling productuion goes
through the script and situation
like a dose of salts, flushing out
more laughter from this reviewer

' than any other production of the
' Mikado he’s seen.

Ray is blessed with an excep-
uonally strong cast, headed with
a performance of buffooning bril-
liance by Patrick Tucker as Ko-
Ko

Patrick’s singing voice and act-
ing abilites are well-known to
Chelmsford audience. Here he

| shows he is a superb visual comic
, as well.

Philip Crapnell’s Mikado is not

just resonantly sung, it is another
> delightful comic study suggesung
(  the feared ruler of Japan is at
~ home a rather henpecked man.

) Robin Sampson 1s making a
corner in character roles these
; days. His latest addiuon a

: pompous yet seli-denigrating
. Pooh-Bah — is as fine as anything
' he has done for CAODS.
. The Three Little Maids From
School are both saucy and deli-
cious. Valerie Massey’s Yum-
Yum suggests she Jearned more
than deportment at her finishing
school, Deanna Tucker as Pitu-
Sing aids and abets her with a
will, while Denise Bragg’s Peep-
Bo 1s an uninhibited study of fe-
male flirtation.

Nanki-1’oo

How love ly to have

uneg by a young viril tenol
Alastarr Mcllwraith acts as wi I
as  SIng with a vyouthful gusto
that gives an added zest to the
role. and Kevin Abrey I’1sh
lush is a nice posiuve perform

ance of a part that can often fail
h of an impact
thought Jill Plum

was too hight

to make mu

At tirst |
1ree s singing Volice
in colour to bring out the tull
fury of K iuisha’s scorned
but her fine perceptive acting
\ll\ﬂ\(\‘ 1t 1s nOt necessary to hav

love,

1 Clara Burtt-type voice to do full
justice to the role

Chorus and
superb, and the

dancers were

costumes and

scenery ditto
the busine

Once or twice
given to The Ihree Little Maids
«choolgirl companions scems 1N

of h ind

flaw 1n a

danger of getuing out

but what a
conception of such wit and ¢

minor
121

nality.




