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sS HOOK OF HOLLAND”

CHELMSFORD.

AMATEURS.

LOCAL

elmsford Amateur Operatic and
Society are producing the musical
Hook of Holiand” at the
Theatre, Chelmsiord, this week.
» on Monday, the play has been
hily and has met with an en-
large audiences.

1¢

tic reception from
bo repeated to-night
i

great antipathy to soldiers. the gallant Ca

| tain is lexpt out in the cold, and vents hrx).;
spite on his more fortunate rival by for-
bidding him to go to the carnival at Am-
sterdam, to which they have all been

invited. o
of the second act is in Mr.

The scene
Hook’s distillery at Amsterdam. The band-

master arrives, in defiance of his captain’s

(Friday) ondiorders, disguised as a workman. The cap-

% "IN THE TITLE ROLE. Sy
Sally (otherwise “ Mias =

Hook. of Mplland f)aplay ¥ ~Mis ™ =

swing from start to finish, and throughout
there was a determination to imwerpret the
scenic effects in a manner true toaﬁ!a, and
to make the most c¢f the humorous inci-
dents with which the play abounda  Miss
Rowbotham, who took the title role, is an
actress of grace and charm. To an effec-
tive stage presence she adds the incaleul-
able advantage of a tuneful voice of great
and it was evident that high notes

compass,
were no trouble to this accompli
young singer. Miss Rowbotham was equ-

sing
ally at home in business discussions with

her father and her love passages with ‘_Ft.};e
“Fly

handsome Bandmaster. Her song,

away, Kite,”” in the first act evoked
thunderous applause, while later in her
duet with Bandmaster ‘“The Sleepy

Canal”’—in which the chorus repeats the re-
frain in subdued tones behind the scenes—
she and her partner were deservedly en-
cored. This duet, by the way, is one of
the prettiest musical nambers in the fzh{,
and Miss Rowbotham and Mr. Reg. Jack-
son did it full justice.

The part of Mr. Hook, the wealthy
liqueur distilter, was capably undertaken by
Mr. E. T. Parfitt, who has been cast faor
jeading parts in several of the Society's
previous productiens. He had 3 let to do,
and did it well. He certainty exploited to
the full the drolleries with which the part
abounds, and was particularly goed in the
second act, when, after a somewhat pro-
longed visit to his cellar he reappeared on
the stage through a trap-door in a hilarious
condition. As a contrast in hard business
and delightful foolery, stern prejucice and
simple sentimentality, the pawt would be
difficult to beat, and Mr. Parfitt stamped
himself as an amateur actor of merit.

A CLEVER “LOAFER.”

But the palm for the male members of
the cast must be given to Mr. Gerald Deb-
nam, as Simon Slinks. It was difficnlt to
realise that this young man is not a Dutch-

man born and bred, so easily and naturally
did he fit into the part. He is what might
be termed the villain of the piece, and he
revelled in it. Commencing as the leader
of @ eet of disreputable lociinz loafers, by
the exercise of his wits he rises to a post
tion of comparative afAuence and sets out
to enjoy himself—and, so do the audience.
The amusing attitudes he assumed, not less
than his droll sayings kept the house on
the opening night and subsequently in a
ripple of laughter; whilo when encered for
his song ‘'‘Lazy Loafers’ he added a topical
verse that made a distinet hit. .
Mr. V. C. Spurgeon, as Schnapps, the Dis-
tillery Foreman, is a lively young rman who
incidentally makes the pace with the ladies.
There is a delightfu]l{ humorous scene in
the second act when both Mina and Gret-
chen prefer their claims to him at the same
time. Mr. Spurgeon did very well, especi-
ally when it-is remgmbered that through
illness he was absent from some of the final
rehearsals. Mr. Jack Myall and Mr. LoV
Hawkes, as the Captain and Lieut. ec-
tively, looked very fine m&hﬁ}!’.‘;‘:’? paint,
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