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“THE GONDOLIERS” IS
A LAVISH SHOW

Team Work was the
Keynote

TIIE fourth and last version of ‘“ The Gondoliers '’ to be

performed in Mid-Essex this year is probably the best.
Produced by the Chelmsford Amateur Operatic and Dram-
atic Society at the Regent Theatre, Chelmsford, this week,
it is certaiply lavish and competently produced. While the
opening night audience did not become ecstatic about it
they showed appreciation of g thoroughly entertaining show.

For once it is certain that no-one bara . Davies; —pages, = Josephine
Dyson, Jean. Metson; trumpeters,

sfole sthe limelight. Although all jean Smith, June Smith; boatman,
the principals had their share,; they|yick o"tef[ 3 men.at,-a,-msa_Nicki Otal,lr.
passed it gracefully on. It i§ such|.er, Dick arshall.  Ladies o Mare.
team work that makes the good ;222353“"1?{,%gs,Kﬁf(’,‘,‘;"%o%{R"’iﬂiuicia
'show. ; ’éowprd. _Barbara, Davies, SJlul'le
The first half tended to be pon-|Davies, - Elizabeth -Dutton,’ Sylvia
derous and the diction indistinet, Hann, Una Harris, Myrtle Hiscock,
so that much of Gilbert’s delight-|pDoreen Hurrell, 'Sheila Johnson,

ful wit penetrated no further than|Joyce Manfield, (Ohristine Richard-
the fooflights. The chorus were(son, Ruth Robinson, Elsie Sweetman,
Vera Sell, Elizabeth Tulloch, Betty

particularly guilty. But the second ;
act seemed to change all that. It X:— e?enPeggﬁe:v ell}an;héughoglasx?
was real Gilbert and Sullivan—perek Ann, Ken, G?ements, Bernard
Gay, improbable, lightly fantastic Green, Herbert Heisterman, Keith
and colourful. Harper, Tony Lawson, John Morella.

Cecil Bocking took on a new Terence Mulrenin, George Pheby.
Robin Sampson. = Hon. prompter.

suave urbanity as the Grand 0

|Inquisitor and  proscribed tor-|'lajor F. W. M. Powley: hon. ward-
ture with a" g’eniaﬁ)y warm voice. 1‘;23&‘;”&;;&‘,.“'\;’! 2 %;gﬁ“s'm‘i‘&‘,‘ :
Victor Cooper adopted an even|issisted by Mr. Koy Morris; hon,
more rakish air in the part of the|-all girl, Miss Roseﬁmry Gornall;

|Duke of Plaza-Toro and matched hon. . publicity, Mr. oges Massey ;
; hon. perruquiers, Messrs, ercy Rus-

%%ze.rakllsh air with a roguisih ;{ellcaxé 9 F}‘I' %nk %ﬁ"‘e{ Me e
. On the ladies side both June Gis-|raechs ” stace™ ma;,;gé’;? sng ]?:'higé
{bey and Diane Lawson _Sang as|olctrician (for Rezent Theatre), R.
[pleasantly as they looked—no Burton; accompanist, Joan Bran-

- |mean achievement.  And, more- doﬁ’b
|over, from their first moment *'ito 'liregt :11:‘15 Z:(vl'noinr ‘waa eg;g%ucﬁ;r:gl
‘ Itll;gg; ‘ i:flinaleds.cene, their v{\(?c,.ty ‘.lo‘n' musical dirvector,
_Helen Eldridge, the duchess of| . S L P T
|Plaza-Toro, appeared quite . as
haughty as the Queen of Hearts.|
3he ‘only mneeded the words “ off
with his head,” to complete the

gieture,” .. R e gl
Eric Strutt and Stanley Parsons|
combined the usually irreconcil-
able qualities of good clownery|
and good singing as the principal
gondoliers, while Alfred Nice and
Dorothy Cox coupled their sing-
ing effectively. Finally the chorus
perked up, breathed “more freely,
&nd‘“ng- ad
nciden
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